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0m 5m 10m 15m 
Impact Without 

mitigation 
With  

mitigation 
Without 

mitigation 
With  

mitigation 
Without 

mitigation 
With  

mitigation 
Without 

mitigation 
With  

mitigation 

2������2-�B
�C�!�
�0����!
#��0
���!�-D$

Impact on flora 
 

VERY LOW (-)  
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW(-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW – MED(-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW – MED(-) 
Probable 

MED – HGH(-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Probable 

Impact on fauna 
 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

N/A 
 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

Impact of reservoir 
associated seismicity 

MEDIUM (-) 
Unlikely 

N/A 
 

HIGH (-) 
Unlikely 

N/A 
 

HIGH (-) 
Unlikely 

N/A 
 

HIGH (-) 
Unlikely 

N/A 
 

Impact on achieving 
the Ecological Water 
Requirements 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

Impact on riverine fish 
 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable  

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (+) 
Probable 

Impact on groundwater 
resources 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

N/A 
N/a 

LOW (-)  
Probable 

VERY LOW 
Possible 

LOW – MED(-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Possible 

MED (-) 
Probable 

LOW-MED (-) 
Possible 

Visual impacts 
 

VERY LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW – MED(-)  
Definite 

LOW – MED(-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Impact on heritage 
resources 

VERY LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Definite 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

MED – LOW(-)  
Definite 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

MED – LOW(-) 
Definite 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

MED – LOW(-) 
Definite 

Impact of inundation of 
roads and access 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

N/A 
 

MED (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

Impact of inundation 
on existing 
infrastructure, other 
than roads 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

N/A 
 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED  (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Impact on local 
livelihood security 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

N/A 
 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Impact on estuarine 
livelihoods 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Definite 

MED (-) 
Probable  

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

Impact on assurance 
of supply to farmers 

HIGH (-) 
Highly Prob. 

N/A 
 

LOW (+) 
Possible 

N/A 
 

MED (+) 
Possible 

N/A 
 

HIGH (+) 
Possible 

N/A 
 

Impact of increased 
water yield on 
Resource Poor 
Farmers 

NEUTRAL 
Probable 

N/A 
 

LOW (+) 
Possible 

MED (+) 
Highly Prob. 

MED – HIGH 
(+) 

Possible 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob. 

HIGH (+) 
Possible 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob. 

Impact on the local 
economy 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

VERY LOW(+) 
Probable 

MED–LOW(-) 
Probable 

LOW (+) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Probable 

MED–LOW(+) 
Probable 

Macro-economic 
impacts 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

NEUTRAL 
Definite 

LOW (+) 
Probable 

MED (+) 
Probable 

MED (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (+) 
Probable 

HIGH (+) 
Probable 
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Disturbance of flora 
 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Disturbance of 
terrestrial fauna 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Sedimentation and 
erosion 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

Deterioration of water 
quality 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

MED – LOW(-) 
Possible 

Impact on aquatic 
ecology 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Traffic impacts MED (-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob 

Interruption of water 
releases 

MED (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Possible  

MED (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Possible 

MED (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Possible 

MED (-) 
Probable 

LOW (-) 
Possible 

Storage and utilisation 
of hazardous 
substances on site 

HIGH (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

HIGH (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

HIGH (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

HIGH (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

Risk of fire MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely  

Creation of job 
opportunities 

MED ( +) 
Definite 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob 

MED ( +) 
Definite 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob 

MED ( +) 
Definite 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob 

MED ( +) 
Definite 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob 

Influx of workers to 
area (Health & Safety Risks) 

MED (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Impact on services - 
influx of job seekers 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Disturbance to sense 
of place/ aesthetics 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable  

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Windblown dust 
 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Probable 

Litter/ waste pollution 
 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Probable 

MED (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW(-) 
Probable 

Noise pollution 
 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED - HIGH(-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Light pollution 
 

MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-)  
Highly Prob. 

Impact of sourcing 
construction material 

MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW-MED(-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW(-) 
Highly Prob. 

MED (-) 
Definite 

MED-LOW(-) 
Highly Prob. 
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TABLE 2: MATRIX OF IMPACTS FOR THE N7 RE-ALIGNMENT INDICATING SIGNIFICANCE & PROBABILITY 

Alignment 1 Alignment 2 Alignment 3 Impact  
Without 

mitigation 
With 

mitigation 
Without 

mitigation  
With  

mitigation  
Without 

mitigation 
With 

mitigation 
OPERATIONAL PHASE IMPACTS (N7 RE-ALIGNMENT) 
Impact on flora 
 

LOW-MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW – MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Impact on fauna 
 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Possible 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

VERY LOW (-) 
Possible 

Visual impact 
 

LOW – MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW – MED (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

LOW (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

Impact on heritage 
resources 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

MED (-) 
Possible 

VERY LOW (-) 
Unlikely 

Impact on local livelihood 
security 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

LOW (-) 
Highly Prob. 

HIGH (-) 
Definite 

VERY LOW (-) 
Highly Probable 

Impact on traffic flow on the 
N7 

HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob. 

N/A HIGH (+) 
Highly Prob. 

N/A HIGH  (+) 
Highly Prob. 

N/A 

CONSTRUCTION PHASE IMPACTS (N7 RE-ALIGNMENT) 
Integrated construction 
phase impacts 

LOW – MED (-) 
Highly Probable 

LOW – V. LOW (-) 
Probable 

 

LOW – MED (-) 
Highly Probable 

LOW – V. LOW (-) 
Probable 

 

LOW – MED (-) 
Highly Probable 

LOW – V. LOW (-) 
Probable 
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